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« REVIEW SCORING

InfoWorld reviews only fin-
ished, production versions.af
products, never beta lest
VErSIOns.

Froducis receiva ratings
ranging frem unacceptable
to excellent-in various cata-

“bones Scores ore derived
by multiplying the weighting
{in parentheses! of eoch
criterion by its rating, where:

Exvoilemt = 1.0 — Our-

standing in oll aréos.

Vory Good = 075 —
Meets oll essentiol criteria
ond offers significant -ad-
vantoges.

Good =
assantiol
cludes
features.

0.625 — Meets
criferic and  in-
some special

= 05 =
Mests essentiol criteria.

Poer = 0.25 — Falls short
in essenfial areas.

s or H/A =

0.0 — Fails to meet minimum
standards or lacks this
feature.

Scores are summed, di-
vided by 100, and rounded
down to one decimal ploce
ta yield the total scare cut af
a maximum possible score of
10 (plus bonus). Final scores
sheuld be judged as follows:

10 — 9-10 Excellent —

7 - & Very Gosd

6 6.9 Good

5-5.9 Satisfadory i

2-4.9 Peor

1 1= 2.9 Unacweptabls

Sprmf |

Word Protessor Is SI«I(}i chk and Powerful

Borland’s Chameleon Like Product Mlmlcs Old chontes :

By JohnLombardi Rewew Board

Borland's Sprint dashes into the
hmerlx contested word process-
ing market with a shperior
editor, a powerful text for-
matter, and an innovative pro-
gramming language for text pro-
cessing,

+ Slick and quick descnbe this
innovative product, whaose spe-
cial features include a range of
alternate user interfaces that

" make this the “Rich Little” of

word processing. Sprint partially
mimics the operation of popular
word processors so that corpo-
rate staffs can standardize word
processing with minimal | re-
training. Although it's not for
everyone, Sprint has a variety of
nice features that make it an at-
tractive text processing system
for a number of users.

FEATURES: .

Within the comtext of high-
powered office/professional
word processing programs,
Spnnt falls somewhere in the
upper half. While it is very
flexible and possesses an impres-
sively rich complement of

- editing commands for moving

around the text, searching and
replacing, moving/copying/
pasting, and applying enhance-
ments such as underlining or
fnnl changes, Spnnl lacks a few

Indexes oppear in the first
issues of Janvary, April, luly,
and Octobor. For back is-
sues, specify dotes and sen,
F2.95 per issue to InfoWorl
Customer Service. P.O. Box
5994, Faosadena, CA
91107. Fleose ollow six
weeks for delivery.

! Targel Editions are sent
only to volume buyers of
target products,

. Postscript

st
Also Included
In This Section

* Micro Resource
Manager ......51

' system includes nice-

available
in the likes of Wordstar 2000 or
Word Perfect 5.0.-Also, Sprint
divides editing and formatting
into two steps, much like word
processors of the past, which is
less convenient than the conven-
tional office/professional word
Processors in use today.

The Quick Cord utility is an on- hne reference to o d'werse hsr of
shortcut commands possible in aor.l’cind 5 Fprrnr

mate, for example, to hegin
using Sprint immediately:
Sprint operates like (but doesn’t
look like) any of several popular
systems — EMACS, Final
Word II, MS Word, Multimate,
Sidekick. Word Perfect., or
Wordstar. These interfaces are
included with the product now,
but Boerland plans to unbundle
them later in the year.

A mouse can also be used
reasonably cffectively, for those
addicted to the buttoned rodent.
Moreover, Sprint can have 24
files and muitiple windows open
simultaneously; and a host of .
facilities exist for moving, copy-
ing, or cutting and pasting he-
tween windows and files.

Yet for all these features, the

- ibilit

2k
f
EOI'I-CJ(.‘FCI'!‘ICI!I that sets Sprint

‘apart from ils competitors is the
word processing programming
language. Sprint can be made
into almaost anything you wani
that | handles text. Practically
cveny| operation contained in the
syst‘ln can be programmed w

te tn any way and 0 oany
‘combination. This programma-

possibility of behaving Itke other
isystems, or like no other system
jat all. I the capability exisis
iwithin the Sprint word process-
ing jengine. it can he pro-
grammed to operate in combi-
|na!ic n with any other function
The possibilities for cusiom-
deSIgncd [eXL Processing  svs
tnmt{ or the creation of auto-

. of course, gives Sprnt the .

= formuatiing pro
be U\Ld by elatineh
cated  users, s
cause this capabaiin
vond
ords. 1 comes
quahfuing as a
ming language

format

Sprint uffers e
contral with «
on Postsenpt prinie
many others dre suprs
will do propormonall
teal using the vom
able  fonts for
Packard and Posts

At

T

“The formatter will e
Jng space hetwern

the distanee
Headen. footeri o p,

-indeses. table o

andtsimbar test
placed. an e
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hines
printy any” particulas
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The formaier |
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volumn breaks .
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more poweriud e W
“dat”
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appearance. un
prnted Lol
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Sprint has no math

WORD PERFECT

capability for columns
Or [ows, its sorting rou-
tine is primitive, and its
preview of the printed

Word
Parfac
4.2

: = ey
5.0 INFOWIORLD BENCHMARKS ||

Word Micrasalt
Parfdd Word
5 O' 40

page’is poor by com-

parison to the best in
this class. Combined
with the absence of

Luad

Save & continue 5.6

S

19 14

3.7 4.1

‘useful graphic capabili-

Import ASCI 4.9

18.3

1 11

ties {with the exception

Export ASCII 2.8

225 |

B4

of some rudiment
commands to include

Impart DCA

209

1194

files),
Sprint’s professional

Curaor movement

Top to bottom ] 23

19

word processing fea-

Manual scroll

97.7

s

ture list falls below the
best in the class.
However, the Sprint

Reformat
Search

25.97

19.6*

Last word 27

.7

ties not available or less

Replace 55

6.?_

effectively implement-

0.8

12

i

ed by the market lead- L

b)' kad All times in seconds.
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‘native Borland inter-
face, the alternative
user interfaces permit
users trained on Micro-

soft Word or Mult- -
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be edited extensively,
- PERFORMANCE:

'Editor. l’urmanc:r‘ and program-
ming language — cach dimer-
sion defines a separate aspect of
- Sprint’s - performatice. As an
editor, Sprint is strong; its prin-
cipal competitor. for Speed and
. cffectiveness  js. Xywrite 1L
. Here we evaluate Sprint accord-
. ing to-our sconng and testing
criteria established in the March
28 'Office/Professional Ward

Access to any part of a long

file is option-rich. The comple-, ;
ment of editing commands for | | ©

selecting text by -letter, ‘word,
sentence, line, paragraph, and
the like e,\cecds any other sys-

INFO ...
them,

R EPORT CA R D
© WORD PROCESSING

- SPRINT
VERSION 1.0 |
| Criterion - | wagting) ‘s.cone
Performancsa 3
Comespondence @0 G
Spelér/Thesaunss (40} G
Mail merge - {30y ve
Oulining - (25) P
Table of contents 5
and indexing (20

Fooinoles [25)
Documeal ¢

Iracking  * {15)
Fonisistyla sheels  (25)
Graphics integ. {25 P
Spead - 1125}
Compalisiity © (30}
D jon - (100}
Ezse of learming  {125)
Esseotuse (180 G
Error handilng  ~ (75)
‘Support

Support polices + (25)
,. Technical support (25}
Value T noom E
Final scors 6.9

G=Good. S=5abslaciory. P=Poor:
L=~ Linageoptabis.

PRODUCT SUMMARY °

Borland -
1800 Groen Hifs Foad, P.O. Box
B50001, Scotts,Volipy, CA 95066,
(406) 438-5400.
List Price: $198,85,
| Mequires: IBM PE or compatinle;
MSIPC-D0S 2.0; 384K of RAM;
two fopoy drives.
Prows Faity full list ot features; fin
P e highly
| ana programmatie; sirong on &dil-
g and loemntileg: grool laser
prnter suppor.
Const Lings .opam:u lermatting
peogram, 5o it locks h WYSTWYG,
Poer on graphics Support: No math
tonluras; less  oloclive  hyphen-

atiors limitod - document uuekmg
and oultning,

Sommaryt Spant oflors un intor-
Tnce ot mimics other word io-
To3sois, misking il o good compa-
mywado stondard Wal oliows for
indivdunl utar peaforoncns Very
programmabla {lor dxparts), Sprint
has o Suporior edion, nico docu-
mentation. and a- high lovel of
formatling capabllity, sithough It
falls short of the fop ranks in ovorall
foaturas, -

temi we know, Should there be
an ‘editing combination com-
'mahd you want assigned to a

‘single key, creating it is easy.

The editor handles formats in
‘almost any unit you can imag-
ine, including fixed-space col-
-ummns, inches, ens, ems, points,
a.nd printer units.

‘With thc possibility of 24

cpen files and as many open
‘windows as will fit on a screen,
‘the editor handles tasks requir-

with no trouble at all. 'Page
formatting works exccedingly
well -and permits margins to
indent or.outdent, at either the
left or right margin, at any
distance.

When you define 2 document
format, it can have an almost

- infinite number of charactens-

tics, and the program comes

. with a number of examples

often needed in document prep-
aration, including address,

| )

| E
ever, the system does not pagi-
nate while editing, requiring a
separdte process to determine
page breaks. The preview sys-
tem shows only a character-
based, version of the file bn-
screer, in which text overlaps to
ailewl proportionally 'spaced
Tines to accurately show begin-
ning and ending points.

1fonunaldy, the editor's .
excellent hyphenation featjire
only works on non-proportional

i

idea where the-lines mli break

“with proportionally spaced;fonts

— that’s the formatter’s respon-
sibility. The cursor speed can't
be changed, the file, manage-
ment system is limited (you
can't create 3 subdirectory, !nr
example), and the sort famhty
insists on sorting upper- and
lowercase letters differently, s-
riously cletractmg from an al-
ready limited sort module.
With Sprint’s diverse!set| of

sing cut and paste across files closing, and: quotations. How- . fonts |
Processing product comparison. : g .

cause the editor has-no  basic word processing features

.Come to CD-ROM Ezpo’88 — the:
original user-oriented CD-ROM
Conference and Exposition —
and find out what CD-ROM can
do for you!

2nd ammal

CD- ROM Ex 0’88

September 26-29, Hyatt Regency, Chicago

CD-ROM (Compact Disc — Read Only Memory) means
more, better, faster, when it comes to information

storage and retrieval. -
If you develop or use large a.mou.nts of m.forma.tmn I
there's a tidal wave of CD-ROM technologies surglng|

. your way to increase your productivity and save you

valuable time and money. ‘ ]
But to make the right decisions, you need to know !

more about CD-ROM, and you need to know now.

Come to CD-ROM Expo'88, the Conference and Expo
designed' for the professional information user. -

At CD-ROM Expo’88 you'll study with the industry’s
top experts. You'll find out how CD-ROM works. Get
answers to your questions about hardware, software
and applications. Discover the new databases. Know
the latest standards and legal issues. Learn which

companies and which products are hot. Anticipate

the emerging technologies. And more. 2

Last year's CD-ROM Expo was a resounding success.
Over 1,500 enthusiasts came %o learn about CD-ROM
technology and applications — and got what thegfr
came for"

CD-ROM Expo’88 will be even bigger zml:i better — |

it'll be the event of the year for information industry
professionals!

Send for more information today and get ready for
four exciting days that will change the way you do
business forever!

ok S

Monday and Tuesday — September 26-27
An industry first! Get started with two intense
days of hands-on'training in a small group. Begin
with an introductory overview and rapidly
progress to the technical aspects you need to
know. You'll work closely with your instructor to
customize your learning to specific productivity
needs at your workplace. Attendance is strictly
limited to 25 in each workshop. 0

W-1 Data Preparation

For corporate information hamilers and information
resource professionsls.

. Learn how to prepare Your | m—house databases and

other information for transfer to CD-ROM. You'll
understand how to set up file structures and
formats, how to transfer database fields and what
equipment you need. You'll cover the basics of ;
premastering, programming, access Inastering and
replication. Attending this intensive workshop
will help you tailor CD-ROM to your £Xact corpo-
rate needs. You'll get more control over your data,
minimize errors and avoid costly m:doiemenl
Leader: BI vicé presidont, it Co.

Ww-2 mtegratmg CD-ROM into Multwem:lur/
Multiuser C ing Envir
For information resource systems managers.

Among the topics you'll explore in detail are the
roles Apple, DEG, IBM and othets are playing ds
suppliers a.ndlvendors, MS-DOS and MVS based:
operating syst.ems and CD teehnology,; networlung
igguesg; and hardware and software compatibility
issues. You'll get answers to questions about
appropriate CD-ROM applications, downloading,
and mnvemor. from miagnetic media to digitalior
optical-based media, and more. You'll learn how to
set up CD- ROM workstat.lons in a corporate envi-
ronment or large information-handling fsmln.y

Leader: Julie Schwerin, nmtdent, Infotech
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i 1
considered, we rate s capabili-
" tics with memos and correspon-
dence good. :
The spelling checker docs not
include & global replace, and
"each capitalization of an un-
known word must be learned/ig-
nored individoally. Words in
the-auxiliary dictionary are not
offered as altermative spellings.
However, Sprint checks for |
correct capitalization, and con- |
tains a nice thesaurus which |

|c:hcc1\cr

ning).
most

Iabie We rate

ditibnals,

| through synonyms. The spelling
‘can  aulomatically
| check for m:sspc']mg as | vou
| type, beeping as soon asan error
| is typed (similar to Turbo L 1ght—
Borland says it h:n-.I the
modern and accurate
| spelling checker word list avail-'
the spelling
| checker and thesaurus good. | -

The mail-merge capabilities
are superior, with powerful con-
record criteria,
permits you to “chain™ search ! sorling commands, Some | [ea-

tures, such as criteria instrie-
tions and unusual fi€ld arrange-

are not a serious deficiency. You
can use the programming lan-

teptly

Mail-merge cap::b:llur:s are very
good.
Sprint's oulhmng feature is |
just a list numbering system
performed at print time. There i
is no useful on-screen indication
of what level of the outline
you're in, and you cannot indent

a\.nl.;!v!r:
and

thy vanous ~
{indentng is done al print Gmeh
menls, could be clearer, but they ,-‘\T.‘a result, it's easy o snadver-
1 mismatch levels. Spnim
tan import Borland's Sidekick
fouthinery files.
Because of its limited capabili-
i lids, wa rate outlining poor.
| The|table of contents/indey-
ng funclmns work well. An
m‘,\pn.ssnu number of 1ools are
including
referentes and indexes (sce, vee
alyo, Hnd( X wmder, ele.). The

guage to automate data entry, © Plus Qutlook

levels wath -

tzhs

CTUSS-

Tuesday — September 27

Choose two comprehensive, half-day tutorials
taught by the best in the industry. At the end of
the day you'll have a working| knowledge of the
hardware, software and applications issues that
will affect your organization, and you'll know
what to look for when you visit the vendor
exhibits. Each afternoon session is designed to
complement a murnmg session! (seé chart below);
however, there is no obligation to attend the
tutorials in this sequence:

TI T2 T3  9:00 am.-12:30 p.m.
T4 T5 Té6 . 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
T-1 Introduction to Gompact Disc a.nd
Optical Publishing
T-2 CD-ROM, CD-I, DVI: Multi-Media
: Formats
T-3 Implementation of CD-ROM for
i Corporate Productivity
1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
T4 Introductien to CD-ROM Software
Strategies
T-5 Advanced Software Concepts
Hypertext, Hypermedia
T-6 In-House Publishing: Deveiumng CD-ROM
Applications for Corporate Use -
Nlj'l'E: Because of the schedule overlap on Monday and Tuesdey

participants may attend either the Workshop Series or Tutorial
Program, but not both,

‘Wednesday and Thursday — September 28-29

Attend hour-long seminars, presentations, and
diseussions to fine tune your CD-ROM knowledge
base and find creative ways to use CD-ROM.
Over 40 te choose from, including —

s Introduction to the Mechanism of CD-ROM
* Optical vs. Magnetic Storage and Retrieval
Products :
® Essentials of Hardware, Software and Services:
' How to Put Them to Work for Your Organization
» CD-ROM Applications Selection Criteria:
Evaluation and Cost Justification
® Managing CD-ROM Databases
& Introduction to CD-ROM Software
= Market Opportunities and Analyses
= Authorization of Data: Copyright and
Trademarks °
e CD-ROM vs. On-Line
® New Developments in CD Technology
= User Support Issues
e Plus Leading|Edge User Panels, Roundtable
| Diseussions, Special Interest Group Meetings
and more

q CD-ROM Expo, P-0. Box 0171, Framingham, MA

|

Meet these and other manufacturers '-face-ta-f pee: -

AGA ® ALDE Publishing'® Amdek * CD-ROM REV!.E‘.W e
on America ® Discovery Systems ¢ Federal Computer
Week © H.W. Wilson Co. » Hewlett-Packard © Hitachi ®
IBM @ InfoWorld ® KnowledgeSet ® Laser Magnetic
Storage @ LINK Resources ¢ Meridian Data ® Microsoft ¢
MVC ® Nimbus Records ® NSA e Omega Data [® On-Line
Computer Systems ® Optical Media International = Opt-

Image Interactive Services » Personal Library Software ®

Philips/DuPont Opticel ® Reference Technology ® waam
® Shape Optimedia ® Silver Platter ® Sony ® ¥R Star
Puhllshlng ® Unibase

| End-users and mformatlon pro\rlders in: |

® Product and |
software support
e Airlines ]
® Auto industry
e Newspapers |
® Government |
® Economics |
s Engineering |
e Legal sewiceT

® Publishing

o Finance

® Library services

s Education

¢ Information services
® Training

= DP/MIS

¢ Health care

o Insurance

Everything you need to know abo
CD-ROM under m roof! Iﬂ

CD-ROM Expo'88 is the moat important!
conference of the year for Information 'usch and
distributors. Don’t miss this event! Send for|
information now! There's absolutely no| obli
Fill out and mail the. coupon tuday, or call
TOLL-FREE 1- 800-225-46

tion.

COD-ROM Expo'BS Is mp\mwwd {:cCD- R
Ciptical Publishing; womﬁ? The L
£

rid Expo Gai

ACWORLD Expo. Al are |

| CD-ROM

OT'm mtngued' Please send me further
information on the workshops, |tut0r1als

/M conferences and exhibits at CDlLRDM

1 Expo'88, September 26-29, Hyatt Regency

Downtown Chicago.

.Name

Company

Street
City/State/Zip
Telephone ()

[0 Send me exhibitor information.
iReturn information form to:

0&701-1!!?1_-

1-WH

3 patibaliey
| mgludes

Porantiee,

TOLL FREE 1-800-225-4698. :
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