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Lotus’ WordPro: Ami rebornas grnupware

By Joln Lombardi LOtUs Development Corp s Ami

Pro, a modest but likable product, fought a los-

ing battle against the titans of word processing:

Novell Inc’s WordPerfect and Microsoft Corps

Word. In spite of its strong Cépabilities, it could

never amass much market momen-
tum. Mow reconfigured as WordPro,
the product emerges as a key el

menl in Lotus’ strategy. Less inter-
ested 1 the aggregation of multiple
upon multiple
fotus WaordPro

features
features,
sevks a miche in the emerg-
ing workplace integration -
muwement, where it's likely
i hecome a Strong component of
the Lotus suie. Powerful wark
group tooks and an effective user
nterhice should counterbalance
soine consnplegiies T oumd in Word-
Pros workgroup setup.

| ooked at two beta versions of
WordPros one for Windows Jxand
vne ot Windows 85, which also
Wirrd Proy,
which i seheduled ostup s sun-
mter, still has s ways topo. Inats cur-

ruos wndder Windows N1

rent state, e 2 Tor Wiidows L s
et wvery stable.

netheless, it oflers some hots
abown mew dircctons, Taest, the

procduct will have a reasonably rich
collection o wornd-processng
testures Bbut of the betas any indi©

catiny, WardProowill g behind

WordPerfeet and Werd for Win-
dows in feature power.

Though WordPro has all the
basic functions of a high-end word-

processing program, i lacks a vari-
ety uf specialized features,
such as uneven newspaper

relerences

154

columng, ¢
in o lext, footnotes amd
endnates, automatic case
andd cut and paste by rec:
tangular block.

What WordPro does have is an
ensive suile of group-editing and

change

ex
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'Lotus WordPro

Latus Development Corp.,

Word Pracessing division, Atlanta
(800 343-5474, {404] 391-0071

Price: 5105 {street]

Pros: Excellent workgroup tonls; much
improved user interface: strong pditing
tools.

Cans: Complex workgroup selup slightly
less powerful than competitors; many
features net yel implemented. y

host of new oser-friendly dialog
boxes for managing standard func-
tions. You can handle multiple ver-
sions of the same document with
great ease, and you can take 2 num-
ber of versions of the same docu-
mentand consolidate them into one
document with the différences
cléarly marked. You can also use
WordPro to manage the work of
multiple editors of a single docu-
ment. Each editor getsa name and a
color, and you can review the com-
hined changes and suggestions and
notes of each editor in a common
document.

WordPro has a slew of ease-of-
use features. It divides documents
using normal section divisions. but
it adapts the common spreadsheet
convention of creatingtabs for each
section, so you can quickly flip 1o
the section you want.
ug boxes for formatting
text and handling ‘frames and
graphics vperate live: When you
change anything in the dialog box,
such’us font size or attributes, the
affected text changes immedi
This makes trial-and-error adjus
ments casy,even i you don't know
quite what you're doing. |

Similarly, ind and replace and the
spelling checker have bar modules,
This means that when you begin a

Its ¢

L = |
spelling check a multiline bar with ¢

commands and options appears
at the tup of the screen. You can

then move from the text to the bar
and back without entering and
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Conflict Catcher S
Version 3

Casady & Greene Inc, Salinas, Cal l|

(800} 359-4920, (A0E) 484-9275;

fax; |408) 4B4-9218; E-mail: (6
asadyg.com

Price: 579.95 .

Pros: Easy ta inst2ll and to usg; amazing-
Iy featuse sich; in a league of ifs own.
Cons: Could not contac! publisher.

Extension masagement comes of age

when you have groups ol extensions
that must all be loaded 1o enable
some system functicnaor ither. For
example, Apple CD-ROM, Audio
U1 Access, and Foreign File Access
must all be loaded 1w take full
advamtage of an Apple CI17-ROM
drive. In this case, youo would link
these three files s that whenever
vou select one of them, the others
are autematically selected, saving
quite a bit of time and confusion.

You can also utilize this feature 1o |

make two rnmmp.uuluk cxiensions |

- that is, when-

*mustually exclu

e

ever one 15 selected, the ather s ¢

deselected automatically.
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‘:xiting, a spelling module.

The program has a number of
features forimport and export, for
linking hle and for managing
graphics. Il these perform as antic-
ipated in the final version, they will
strengthen this product. in the cur-

rent betas, huwu:r many of these

features simply crash the program.

In short, just when the word pro-
cessing wars seemed to lose intensi-
ty. WordPro signals the opening of
another front: workgroup editing
and integration of documents.

» Windows ijlustration software

By Mike Heck
ROFESSIONAL designers com-
mitted o the Windows envi-

rangent have r_v.'n_\:i:lhlr choic- .
esat the moment: Corel Corps *

CorelDraw and Macromedia
CorelDraw 6.0,
designed for Windows 95, should be
ready in a few months. But Free-
Hand 5.0 s here nuow — with avery
admiralle collection of ilustration
twals. (If you're wondering about
Adobe HHustrator for Windows, the
next version is not unminent. )
FreeHand, 5.0 matches the capa-
hilities of s Macintosh counterpart

and betters the current Carel Draw

5. For example, FreeHand's open
architecture lets you drop in special
effects oradditional lunctionality. |
enjuyed wirrking with Macromedia
add-ins ‘such as 3-17 rotation,
smudge, and multicolor gradation
tools. It was ey *cn_:s':\“)' eusy o drag
colurs o the Gradient dialog and
create sophisticated shading effects

with as many as 64 colors.
Moreover, effects that you'll find
with other products —

the elicct right inside your

_ics and then easily applicd global$
‘changes without havingto mmu.ll—

31t Freetiand passes CorelDraw

drawing. For editing, 1 used the
updated Dragging Knife tool to!
tnreractively slice through objects.!
thereby creating several new shapest
in one step.

Another time-saver is drag-and
drop colors and styles. | create
style 'sﬁ_v:zls_for both'text and graphs

Iy select each object. {

Version 5.0 lets you open muitiple
views, which I found helpful whe
working with an lustration at
different magnifications; you canj
zoam to 25,600 percent Lo see ﬂ'J
smallest detail.

Opinlon: &

'

Version 5.0

Macromedia Inc., San Francisco

{B00) 285-4797, (415) 252-2000;

fax: (415) 626-0554; Web: http:/ /www.
macromedia.com

Price: §595; 5149 1o upgrade

Pros: Open architecture for spedial-
effects drop-ins; comprehensive text
handling; drag-and-drop colors and
styles; high precision. i

Cons: A few tommands could be mare
Inglcally placed.
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